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H.O.T. C.I.R.L.S. Helping Our
Teen Cirls In Real Life Situations

The mission of H.OT. G.LE.L.S.
iz to improve the health and lives
of young Black women and girls
by prowiding culturally relevant
and age appropriare, pirl-cenrered
information and programming,
inspired by hip hop and vouth
culture.

HOTGIRLS was originally
founded by Dr. Carla Stokes In
2000 while she was enrolled as a
doctoral student at the University
of Michigan. A hip hop generation
scholar-activist, Dr. Carls thought
if the acromym “Helping Our
lzen Girls In Heal Life
Shtuations™ (HOTGIRLE)Y while
listening to the rap song, 1 Nead
a Hot Girl" by the Hot Bovs

[¥e. L-.:lriu argfes, “Chur work 14
both timely and necessary;

particularly in light of recent
concerns about the inlluence of
denigraring representations of
women in the mass media and
commerelallzed '|1!J1 |1|'||'- im the
lives of Black youth. Aswe grow
angd obtain additional funding,
we hope to reach more young
women and girls by expanding
our FIREGRL Club maodel
throughout the Uniced States.”

Carrently, HOTGIRLS
educares yvoung women and girls
in the Atlanta metropolitan srea
abour =exuality, dacing vinlence,
body image, media liveracy, and
other health and social justice
iasues through a variety of
delivery formats,

D Srokes balleves that sprect
harassment and violence against
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women gre two of the major
concerns today, believing street
harassment 1s an important fssue
berause it is part of the langer
problerm of vinlence AL AT
women and girls: “Whether
witlking divwen the street or poing
toschool, ™ she staces, “girts are
disrespected s much that they
||'l|nl-: I|1|w. §1|,+.::'.-':|'-r is h|,1r|1'|.|| It

HOTGIRES will ston Jaunch
its new and improved website
FIREGRL.com for giris. Dr.
Stokes states, “Coming from the
girls themselves, we focus on
teaching girls about images and
how they can create thelr own
medis, for example websites and
pangs, ™

www, helpingourteengirls.org



